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dNothing Left in Keilim!” Shabbos Parshas Balak - 5724
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SHABBOS PARSHAS BALAK -
SHIV’AH ASAR B'TAMMUZ 5724

This year, as Shiv’ah Asar B'Tammuz falls
out on a Shabbos and the fasting is therefore
pushed off to Sunday, we are reminded of a
very special Farbrengen which took place with
the Rebbe on a Shabbos with the same date in
the year 5724.

The Farbrengen lasted throughout almost
the entire afternoon (on a long summer
Shabbos!), and the Rebbe was in very good
spirit, saying Lechayim and instructing all
present to do the same.

Unfortunately, the Sichos
properly documented and much of what
happened by this Farbrengen has been
forgotten, but a large portion did get recorded
and has since been published in Toras

were not

Menachem.

We bring here some highlights of this
memorable Shabbos afternoon, based on the
Sicha as it appears in Toras Menachem, as
well as some additional occurrences as they
are recalled by Chassidim who were present at
the time.

The Farbrengen began at 1:30 in the
afternoon, as usual, and lasted well after 7:00
in the evening.

From the onset it was clear that this
Farbrengen was a continuation of the Yom
Tov of Yud Beis Tammuz and the celebrative
mode was apparent throughout.

The Rebbe began with a lengthy
explanation on the Frierdiker Rebbe’s new
Kapitel, based on the premise that a
Neshomah continues to grow and ascend
with each passing year, hence this year the
new Kapitel is Pei Hei.

SUSPEND ALL LIMITATIONS!

During one of the Sichos, the Rebbe
quoted the Rebbe Rashab’s saying of Shiv'ah
Asar BTammuz when being pushed off to
Sunday, “Since it has already been pushed off
somewhat, let us hope that it will be pushed
off entirely (with the coming of Moshiach)”.
After explaining this statement for a while,
the Rebbe concluded:

Averything must also be expressed in
tangible reality of this physical world.
Therefore we should now say a Lechayim on
wine which brings joy, thereby bringing
about the transformation of Shivah Asar
B’Tammuz to be a joyous day. For that, we
will suspend the generally imposed limitation
of not drinking more than three Lechayims,
for the time being.”

With that, the Rebbe turned to many of
those present and indicated that they should
say Lechayim on a full cup.

As soon as the Rebbe had officially
withdrawn the Gezeira on Mashke, everyone
immediately began to say Lechayim and
almost all the wine and Mashke in the area

was fininshed.

MASHKE FOR ALL; KOHEN, LEVI,
AND YISROEL

Then the Rebbe distributed three bottles
of Mashke to three guests that were present to
distribute Lechayim to all; one being a Kohen
(Reb Chaim Gutnick), the second was a Levi
(Reb Zalman Levin), and the third was a
Yisroel (Reb Chanoch Glitsenstein). Two of
the bottles were given to the Rebbe at the
Farbrengen of Yud Beis Tammuz a few days
earlier by the guests from Eretz Yisroel (Reb
Zalman and Reb Chanoch) and upon
receiving them, the Rebbe said he wished to
save some of them for the Shabbos
Fabrengen. Now, each time the Rebbe said
Lechayim at the Shabbos Farbrengen, he
mixed a few drops from those remaining
bottles into his cup. The third bottle (given to
Reb Chanoch) was the Rebbe’s bottle of wine
that he used for Kiddush.

Reb Zalman distributed all the Mashke
from his bottle until there was only a bit left
at the bottom, which he intended to bring
back with him to Eretz Yisroel and did not
wish to give to anyone. Seeing this, the Rebbe
motioned that he must give out until the last
drop! A similar remark was given by the
Rebbe to Reb Chanoch as well.

Then the Rebbe handed the cake to
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ANGEL OF A THOUSAND

In connection with Yud Beis - Yud Gimmel Tammuz we bring you two
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another Chossid present, and when seeing
that he was being selective and cheap on how
he distributed the pieces, the Rebbe
commented, “I thought you give it out

without too much contemplation ( & x

(i U ¢ WdhdIbsee that you are being
cheap...”

TAKE IT AWAY FROM HIM!

In the midst of one of the Sichos, the
Rebbe noticed that one fellow was holding a
bottle of Mashke, and someone was trying to
take it from him so that it could be
distributed to all. The Rebbe interrupted the

Sicha and said, “What’s going on over there;
he has more Mashke? Take it from him and
distribute it!”

Then the Rebbe announced: “Anyone
who has Mashke, be very careful to distribute
it alll All the Mashke in the area must be
finished. This Farbrengen could continue on
until Shkia, and even after Havdala - until
midnight, when the fast starts according the
Alter Rebbe (as written in the Siddur).”

When speaking of the Yidden behind the
Iron Curtain, the Rebbe said, “The ‘Guests of
honor’ (‘Heibt Mechutanim’) in the story of
Yud Beis Tammuz are those who remain in a
similar situation, in that same country. They

are not ‘Russian Jews’, but Jews from Russia,
who are completely under Hashem’s rule; not
any of the non-Jewish governments...”

Throughout the Farbrengen, the Rebbe
sat for much of the time with his eyes closed,
during both Sichos and Niggunim. While
Chassidim sang, the Rebbe invigorated the
songs, even standing up to dance joyously at
one point. In general, this was a very lively
Farbrengen where the heavenly joy of Geulah
was prevalent all through.

For many more fascinating details of this
Farbrengen, see Toras Menachem Vol. 40 pg.
251; Sichos Kodesh 5724 pg. 560.
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